
 

 

EN T RIES OPEN  FOR RALLY IT ALIA SARDEGN A 2012 
Supplementary Regulations have been published and entries are now open for the Italian round of the FIA World Rally 

Championship. Rally Italia Sardegna features a modified route and programme with a shorter and leaner itinerary while 

maintaining its character as a difficult and challenging event. 

 
Olbia 16th August 2012 - With the publication of the Supplementary Regulations and the opening of 

entries, Rally Italia Sardegna 2012 - the Italian round of the FIA World Rally Championship, organised 

by the Automobile Club d'Italia with the support of the Regione Autonoma della Sardegna, which will 

take place from 18 to 21 October - starts its engines looking ahead to the upcoming competition. 

The main changes are the four-day itinerary, the remote service in Sassari and the return of the finish 

ramp and Prize Giving to Porto Cervo. Compared to the first itinerary issued, there's a decrease in 

the total competitive kilometres staged, totalling 306km instead of the 360km initially scheduled. This 

cut was made with an aim of reducing costs for competitors as Rally Italia Sardegna will be the 

penultimate event of the World Rally Championship. On the other hand, the number of Special 

Stages remains unchanged, with 16 competitive stages but with a different distribution compared to 

the first version of the itinerary. Simply put, Rally Italia Sardegna 2012 - despite a slightly shorter 

itinerary - will maintain all its characteristics of difficulty and endurance which made this rally one of 

the most technical challenges on the WRC calendar. 

The main itinerary changes concern the last day of competition on Sunday 21st October, which will 

only feature two runs through the 8.24km Gallura Special Stage and not the previously announced 

50km Monte Olia-Terranova stage. Otherwise only small touches have been made to the itinerary, 

for example on the first day of the rally on Thursday, which will see the 28.14km Terranova stage 

run twice instead of the 50km Monte Olia-Terranova. 

The rally will begin with a brand new 3km Qualifying Stage in Telti on Thursday 18th October. This 

stage offers an ideal terrain for the P1 and P2 drivers QS, kicking off at 11.05. The competition will 

start in earnest on the same day at 15.00, when the cars leave the Isola Bianca Service Park in Olbia 

and - after going through the city's main street Corso Umberto I at 15.12 - they head to the first 

section of the event, now marked by two runs through the Terranova stage, located in the Monte 

Olia and Terranova forester yards, covering a combined stage distance of 56.28km. 

The 29.68km Monte Lerno stage will open the day on Friday 19th October. This stage includes the 

famous 'Micky's Jump' which a Rally Italia Sardegna calling card from both a sporting and media point 

of view. Monte Lerno will be immediately followed by the brand new Tergu-Osilo test, which will be 

used for the first time in the WRC - a historical, beautiful and fast 14.88km Special Stage - used in the 

golden era of the Costa Smeralda rally. The route then heads to another new stage, the 14km 

Castelsardo. The rally will cover a total of 117.36km on Friday and the competitors will visit the 

Remote Service Park in Sassari's Piazza Antonio Segni three times. 

On Saturday 20th October the rally will be based in the well-known Monte Acuto area, covering 

115.92km. The itinerary includes the classic Coiluna (29,50 km) - with the Crastazza jump - the 

partially new Monti di Alà (14,49 km) and the Monte Olia (14,12 km) stages. 
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RALLY ITALIA SARDEGNA 2012 – VIP PACKAGES 

Adrenaline-fuelled action in a unique landscape coloured by local 
flavour: live a once in a lifetime experience at Rally Italia Sardegna with 
our exclusive VIP packages. 
  
Rally Italia Sardegna 2012 offers its spectators a one-off experience: enjoy the 
action through a series of initiatives, which will capture and merge all the 
essential elements of the event - the adrenaline, the landscape and the flavour of 
Sardinia. 
  
Holiday packages and adventure programmes – allowing rally fans and 
newcomers to this sport to plunge deep into the rally’s thrilling atmosphere and 
have a truly exclusive experience – have been created thanks to the partnership 
between the organizers of Rally Italia Sardegna and European Sport 
Communication, an international agency specialising in rally tourism 
management. 
  
Rally Italia Sardegna starts from Olbia and its itinerary covers more than 300km 
of the northern island where the competitors will find broken ground, water 
splashes, breath-taking jumps and tight corners through a mix of wild nature and 
local heritage. The area where the competition takes place offers spectators the 
possibility to get to know Sardinia from an unusual point of view – not only the 
usual tourist hot spots, but the authenticity of the territory, its history and 
traditions, completing the trip with a visit to the sporting event. 
  
The offer includes several VIP packages with different durations (1-4 days) with 
transport by mini-bus to some of the special stages' most spectacular spots  – 
accurately shortlisted before the event by a professional guide – a visit to the 
teams’ service areas while the mechanics work on the cars and a dinner in one of 
the official team’s hospitality. Prices start from 150€ per person. The package 
can be enhanced with an exclusive helicopter ride starting from 200€ per person 
(promotional price), or with options of different overnight stays and with a meal 
in a typical Sardinian restaurant. 
 
For those wanting to live a day in the life of a driver, there’s the possibility of 
including - starting from 500€ per person – the “Driver for One Day” programme 
at the Citroen Driving Experience, where they will have the chance to drive a 
racing-equipped Citroën DS, alongside a professional driver. 
 
All packages require a minimum number of guests hence advanced booking is 
necessary (packages are for sale on www.european-sport.net). 
 
Rally Italia Sardegna – an event organized by the Automobile Club d’Italia - will 

http://www.european-sport.net/
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take place from 18th to 21st October 2012. It’s the sole Italian round of the World 
Rally Championship calendar, a series of 13 events taking place in three 
continents. The main feature of rallying – which has in the WRC its maximum 
technical and sporting expression for both men and machines – is the 
competition on the roads on different terrains such as Tarmac, snow or gravel, as 
it’s the case of the Italian round of the WRC. Rally Italia Sardegna features a 
1.241km itinerary in North Sardinia, with more than 300 competitive kilometres, 
divided in 16 Special Stages. 
  
European Sport Communication: founded in 1999 under the direction of 
Bernard Occelli - top co-driver to 17 years, World Rally Champion in 1994 
alongside Didier Auriol – is an international agency specialist in organizing VIP 
and press trips to assist to WRC and IRC events. ESC also branches out into 
incentives and driving experiences. 

  
  
Rally Italia Sardegna 
Contacts: 
tel. +39 0789 645052 – fax +30 0789 648433 
E-mail: press@rallyitaliasardegna.com 
www.rallyitaliasardegna.com 
  
European Sport Communication 
Contacts: Valentina Messa 
+352.661.104.553 
E-mail: valentina@european-sport.net 
www.european-sport.net  
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